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MOSQUITO HEALTH CAMPAIGNS 
By Cathy Jones 

trathfield Council has a long history of running campaigns and 
initiatives to improve the public health of the community 
including immunisation, infectious diseases controls, fly 

reduction, rat eradication, fire safety and mosquito control. 

As noted in the book Oasis in the West (Jones 1985: 107) describing 
actions to reduce flies:  

“The Inspector of Nuisances was particularly keen to reduce 
the fly menace, particularly severe at Strathfield because of 
the proximity of the sale yards and abattoirs at Homebush. 
1917 saw an extensive anti-fly campaign co-ordinated by a 
committee; 119 children wrote essays about flies in a Council-
organised competition. The Inspector experimented 
successfully with treating manure to make it unattractive to 
flies and Nock and Kirbys provided a free display of fly control 
equipment, some of which was stolen – a sign of a severe fly 
problem”.  

The Council, following and supporting its crusading Inspector, 
distributed pamphlets.  According to reports, statues and posters of 
large flies advertised the campaign.  

Some of the signs were pulled down and the Inspector grimly noted 
in the minutes that this action suggested people who had not 
evolved from primeval man who would have to shoulder guns in wars 
to improve their ‘miserable carcasses”. 

Another campaign involved eradication of mosquitos in the 1920s.  Mosquitos were a problem 
in Strathfield and Homebush due to the presence of marshes, low lying land particularly around 
the Cooks River forming puddles with stagnant water, mangroves around Powells Creek and 
Parramatta River and the nearby sheep and cattle saleyards.  Council invested significant 
resources into local campaigns and lobbying for action on a regional and state level. 

In 1927, Council initiated a mosquito reduction campaign involving a dedicated clean up week 
of receptacles such as rubbish bins, old boxes, bags and bulky rubbish that could harbour 
mosquito breeding places.  Works were also done around the Cooks River to clean out mosquito 
breeding areas.  This initiative was reported in September 1927 in the Evening News: 
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“Strathfield Council  is conducting a 
‘garage clean up week’ with the 
object of thoroughly cleaning up all 
garbage, and other places which 
are likely to become mosquito 
breeding grounds during the 
coming summer. It was announced 
to-day that council has had 
pamphlets distributed to every 
householder in the municipality, 
urging people to clean up garbage 
of all descriptions.  

A motor lorry has been engaged 
removing loads of this garbage, 
and it special officer is making an 
Inspection of all of the premises and 
streets throughout the municipality. 
Notices regarding the campaign 
have been prominently exhibited 
throughout the district. Last year 
council conducted an extensive 
campaign, in which the co-
operation of other suburban 
councils was sought, and it was 
specially commended on the 
efficacy of its work. The mosquitoes 

were practically eliminated from Strathfield.” 

On 13 April 1928, it was reported in the Musselbrook Courier that Strathfield Council decided to 
intensify its’ campaign for the elimination of the mosquito.  

‘At a meeting, the health inspector recommended that two ratepayers be prosecuted for 
having allowed mosquito infestation to take place on their properties. He said that the 
ratepayers had received sufficient warning and had no excuse for allowing such breeding 
grounds to remain. He produced three samples of water containing mosquito larvae which he 
had taken from the places concerned. The health inspector’s report was adopted, and the 
prosecutions agreed to. The matter later came on at the Burwood Police Court, and each 
defendant was fined £1, with £1/10/6 costs.’ 

The Mosquito Reduction Campaign flyer (above) was distributed to households in October 1927. 
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Why Mosquitos are dangerous 

In today’s urban environment in areas like the Inner West of Sydney, mosquitos are viewed as 
pests and nuisances, rather than being life threatening.  However, the World Health 
Organisation (WHO) estimates that illnesses transmitted by mosquitoes are a major threat to 
global public health.  In its report titled ‘Global strategy for dengue prevention and control 2012-
2020’, WHO says that nearly 50-100 million dengue infections, caused by mosquitos, are reported 
every year. 

The WHO estimates that every year there are more than 725,000 deaths caused due to vector-
borne diseases. For more reading on what Bill Gates calls the “world’s most lethal animal”. 

References 

Evening News, page 4, Friday 16 September 1927 

Jones, M, 1985, Oasis in the West, Allen & Unwin 

‘Ignoring the Mosquito’, Muswellbrook Chronicle (NSW : 1898 – 1955), Friday 13 April 1928, page 
5 

STRIPED TERROR (1929, February 27). The Sun (Sydney, NSW : 1910 – 1954), p. 11 (LAST RACE 
EDITION). Retrieved January 29, 2019, from http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article230381192 

Strathfield Council, 1927, Mosquito Campaign Flyers and Notices 

  



  5

 

PO BOX 140 BURWOOD NSW 1234 EMAIL: STRATHFIELDHISTORY@GMAIL.COM 
 

VALE RON HADDRICK, AM MBE 
By Cathy Jones 

eteran actor, cricketer and long-term 
Homebush resident, Ron Haddrick, died 
recently aged 90 years. 

He had a long career on stage, screen and 
radio.  He made his stage debut in 1946 at the 
Tivoli Theatre in Adelaide, in 1953, auditioned, 
and was invited to join the Shakespeare 
Memorial Theatre at Stratford-upon-Avon, now 
the Royal Shakespeare Company, which was on 
tour in Australia.   During five seasons in Stratford-
upon-Avon he performed with Laurence Olivier, 
Vivien Leigh, John Gielgud, Peggy Ashcroft and 
Michael Redgrave. 

He returned to Australia in 1959 and worked with the Trust players in more than 40 productions 
for the Old Tote Theatre Company in Sydney. He also performed roles with Sydney Theatre 
Company, State Theatre Company of South Australia, Queensland Theatre Company and 
Nimrod Theatre Company.  He was cast in the original 1977 stage production of David 
Williamson’s The Club and toured Australia and England with the play.  He worked for nearly 
every major theatre company in Australia and played roles including King Lear and MacBeth.  
In 1987, he received the Sydney Theatre Critics Circle Award for Long Day’s Journey into Night 
and I’m Not Rappaport. 

Haddrick’s TV credits are long and significant including  Cop Shop, Mother & Son, Underbelly, 
Water Rats, Home & Away, Cloudstreet, Certain Women, Heartbreak High, Farscape, The Lost 
Islands,  All Saints, Rake, The Informant, The Alice, Dogwoman, GP, Sons and Daughters, Quigley 
Down Under, A Country Practice, Homicide, Riptide and Hunter. 

In 2012 he received the Equity Lifetime Achievement Award for his distinguished career in film, 
television, radio and theatre as well as his commitment to the Actors Benevolent Fund of NSW. 
He was awarded an MBE in 1974 and an Member of the Order of Australia Medal (AM) in 2013 
for his  significant service to the performing arts as an actor and narrator. 

Haddrick also represented South Australia three times in Sheffield Shield Cricket from 1951 – 1953. 

References 

Knox, D, 2020, TVTonight, https://tvtonight.com.au/2020/02/vale-ron-haddrick.html posted 14 
February 2020. 

V 



  6

 

PO BOX 140 BURWOOD NSW 1234 EMAIL: STRATHFIELDHISTORY@GMAIL.COM 
 

‘Ronald Haddrick’, Its an Honour database (Prime Minster and Cabinet), 
https://honours.pmc.gov.au/honours/awards/1147809 

Speed, A, ‘Leading man – in art and life’, Equity, Media Entertainment & Arts Alliance, Summer 
2012 edition, pgs 14-15 

Photo Credit 

The photo of Ron and Lorraine Haddrick was provided by Lyn Haddrick 2020. 

 
VALE ANDREW HO 

By Cathy Jones 

ormer Strathfield Councillor Andrew Ho died on 28th December 2019. 

He served as a Councillor on Strathfield Council for two terms from 
1995 to 2004.  The first term from 1995 to 2000 representing the Liberal Party 
and the second term from 2000 to 2004 as an independent.  

The news of Andrew’s death was quite shocking.  He was only 44 years.  
Andrew was an interesting character with a (very) colourful turn of phase.  
He is difficult person to forget.   

Andrew Duc Bao Ho was born in 1975.  His mother Sophie was of Russian descent but born in 
China and his father Paul of Vietnamese descent.  Both his parents eventually immigrated to 
Australia and both studied at the University of NSW; his mother in Arts and his father in 
Engineering.  In an oral history recorded in 2001 and held by the National Library of Australia, he 
states that his political beliefs were shaped by his parents' opposition to communism and support 
of multiculturalism in Australia.  He states that these contributed to him joining the Liberal Party 
NSW Division at age 16 and nominating for the Strathfield Council election in 1995 at the age of 
twenty.  Ho refers to the mentoring he received from members of the Russian Ethnic Community 
Council and from members of the Liberal Party.   

Andrew studied at Saint Alexander Nevsky Russian Orthodox Church School, Saint Mary’s 
Primary School, Trinity Grammar Preparatory School and Sydney Grammar School.  He later 
studied law at the University of Technology.  
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He was elected to Strathfield Council on 9 
September 1995 on a Liberal Party ticket with 
Laurel O’Toole and Eve Dutton.   

His term ran for five years, extended due to 
Council considering amalgamation with 
Burwood Council. A position that Ho 
opposed.  He claims that his opposition to 
amalgamation cost him his pre-selection for 
the Liberal Party in the 2000 election, where 
he ran as an Independent.   

During his first term on Council, he was appointed to a number of Council committees including 
Chairman of the Community Services Committee and Chairman of the Engineering Services 
Committee.  He attended the National and State Conferences as delegate representing the 
Council.     

Ho held consistent policy positions including opposing Council amalgamations, high rise 
development and bank closures throughout his Council service. However, he generated much 
press coverage in local papers and on occasion in Sydney broadsheets such as the Sydney 
Morning Herald.  He also attracted complaints for his often-controversial views and statements 
on issues such as drugs and shooting galleries, even where there was no actual proposal to 
consider.  

During his Council service, Ho regularly issued voluminous amounts of emails, media releases 
and newsletters often espousing a range of contentious views and positions.  In August 2001, the 
then Cr Ho objected to proposals for affordable housing strategies because it would attract the 
"Mr Blacktowns and Mrs Liverpools" to Strathfield, resulting in numerous complaints.    

In January 2002, there was a memorable Sydney Morning Herald headline ‘You Can't Come 
The Raw Prawn With Ho” about Council serving Sushi at the opening of the Council customer 
service centre.   

Another memorable campaign was his passionate defence of former Prime Minister William 
McMahon and Member for Lowe as a `local hero' in January 2002.  The newspaper reported 
that he leapt to the defence of former Prime Minister and Federal Member for Lowe, the late 
Sir William McMahon following criticisms on his performance in the release of confidential 
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cabinet documents.  McMahon 
as a Prime Minister is generally 
not highly regarded historically, 
however Ho stated that "he has 
also been an inspiration to me in 
my career in Local Government 
and to many members of the 
Liberal Party."   

His second term of Council 
commenced in July 2000 as an 
independent and served until 
March 2004.  

In an oral history interview in 2001, 
he stated to survive in politics 
need to minimise enemies, avoid 
hasty decisions, take breaks to 
reduce pressure, and focus on the 
long term view, need to promote 
equal opportunity and more 
immigration to stimulate 
economic growth and that 
political participation at all levels 
was the key to democracy.  

However, by 2004, his political career was over and failed to be elected at the 2004 and 2008 
Council elections.  In recent years he pursued interests in thoroughbred and harness racing. 

Andrew Ho is survived by his parents, Paul and Sophie and husband to Megan Lavender.  His 
funeral was held at St Peter and Paul Russian Orthodox Cathedral in Strathfield on 16 January 
2020.  
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