
N EW S L E T T E R

The Strathfield District Historical Society ceased operating in
2014 and since then, there has been no historical society in
the Strathfield district.   Many historical societies  align
themselves with their respective local government areas and
the former Strathfield society was no different.   However,
Strathfield is not the only suburb in the local government
area, which also includes Homebush, Homebush West (or
Flemington for those with longer memories), Strathfield South
(or Enfield, again those with longer memories), parts of
Belfield and parts of Chullora.
 
Some former members, who had no involvement in the
demise of the last Society, felt that a Society was important to
ensure that the history and heritage of this district  was
studied and documented.   A history that is disappearing
quickly with redevelopment and major projects such as the
WestConnex.    
Discussion of key members indicated they were most
interested in reestablishing a Society to focus on
documenting changing history, establishing a documentary
and photographic collection, documenting social history via
oral histories etc.  
 
  

The new Society includes Homebush in the title as
Homebush is a large part of the Strathfield area and was one
of the founding suburbs of the new Council in 1885. The
Strathfield Homebush District Historical Society has been
incorporated with NSW Fair Trading and is affiliated with the
Royal Australian Historical Society.
 
A new website has been developed and is located at
http://shd-hs.com. An extensive collection of documents will
be available for member access via the website.
 
The Society was awarded a grant of $800 to undertake Oral
history  interviews. A list of possible interviews is being
compiled and hopefully will take place in early 2019.
 
Some members are undertaking new research and some of
their findings will be published in future editions of the
newsletter.
 
It is not an easy task to establish a new Society, but with
some perseverance and hard work, much may be achieved in
2019.

We're back!
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The Society is a not-for-profit local community organisation and
its objectives are:

to encourage the study of the history and heritage both of
the districts of Strathfield and Homebush and of Australian
history.
to promote the local heritage by encouraging members of
the community to preserve and enhance aspects of our
environment for current and future generations.
to carry out and assist research and education to broaden
the known knowledge of local history, conservation and
environment.
to provide for and facilitate the collection, display,
publication and preservation of documents (including
photographs), relics and other suitable material.
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to organise a wide range of activities in order to attract and
motivate members, raise funds and further the objectives of
the association.
to identify and work for the conservation of buildings,
landmarks, parklands flora, fauna and areas of special
quality important for our cultural past, present and future.
to co-operate with societies, community groups and other
organisations on matters relating to these objectives.
to advise authorities on matters relating to the objectives of
the association.
to raise funds to further these objectives.

The Strathfield-Homebush District Historical Society has been incorporated and has adopted a
constitution.  The following aims and objectives have been adopted for the conduct of the Society. 



By Cathy Jones
 
The building occupied by the Catholic Institute of Sydney, 99
Albert Road Strathfield has had a number of significant
institutional uses and is known by a number of names including
the Dill Macky Home and Australia Post Training Centre.  Since
1992, the building has been occupied by the Catholic Institute of
Sydney.  
 
The property was originally built as the NSW Society for the
Blind, the Industrial Home for Blind Women and Retreat for
Aged Female Blind in 1891. The architect was Harry Chambers
Kent, a prominent Sydney architect. Kent also designed ‘Mount
Royal’ (now Australian Catholic University, Albert Rd Strathfield)
and ‘Woodstock’ (88 Redmyre Road Strathfield).
 
Following the findings of a Royal Commission in 1897-1898, the
Strathfield institute came under the control of the Sydney
Industrial Blind Institution Incorporation Act, 1901. The
Government forced the sale of the Strathfield institution in 1902.
 
In 1902, the building was acquired and occupied by the Bedford
Collegiate School for Girls with Miss Ford as Principal. As the
newspaper article from the Daily Telegraph in 1902 suggests
the school had elite status based on the guests attending a
social function who were prominent and well connected. The
guests included George Reid and Mrs Reid (NSW Premier and
Australian Prime Minister), T H F Mackenzie (MLA and Mayor of
Strathfield), Rev. H J Rose of St Anne’s Anglican Church and Dr
George Sly, a prominent barrister.
 
From 1907 until 1920, the principal of Bedford College was
Claude W Rock, MA. The building was extended in 1911.
 
 
 
 
 
  

CATHOLIC INSTITUTE OF SYDNEY
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Photograph taken from a letterhead dated 1900 of the Sydney

Industrial Blind Institution.

In 1921, the site was acquired by the Australian Protestant
Orphan Society, which had been established by the late
Rev. W M Dill Macky. A Dr Dill Macky Memorial Protestant
Home had previously been opened in Auburn.
 
The Strathfield site was intended to provide
accommodation for 200 children. Interestingly given its
future use as a Catholic Institution, when the institute was
formally opened in March 1922 by Mr R E Baron of the
Loyal Orange Institute of New South Wales, he said ‘that
the promoter had realised that Rome was getting in
Protestant orphans, in the hope of making them Roman
Catholics. They as Protestants, had been too dilatory in the
past in allowing Rome to carry on the orphanage work and
gather in the children to make Roman Catholics of them
(Applause)’.
 
In 1951, a neighbouring house ‘Ukalunda’ was acquired by
the Trustees Australian Protestant Orphans Society and
was added to this site.   During World War II, the building
was temporarily occupied by the Australian Army and used
as a barrack for women. The Dill Macky Protestant
Orphanages Home was sold in c.1957 to the
Commonwealth Government and became the Training
Centre for Australia Post.
 
In the 1990’s, the building was acquired by the Catholic
Diocese of Sydney. The Veech Library were built in 1993,
the architect was Scott Carver & Associates. The architect
of the seminary extensions was Michael Fox & Associates.
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The Strathfield District Historical Society was established in
1978. According to NSW Fair Trading, the Society's
incorporation has cancelled and newspaper reports in 2014,
stated that some members of the Society voted to wind it up.
Many members were not aware of the decision to wind up nor
what occurred to the Society after this decision was taken. In
tribute to the early members of the Society who left a genuine
legacy of research and activity, this article is dedicated to
them.
 
Moves to establish a historical society date back to the early
1970’s, when resident groups made many approaches to
Strathfield Council to establish a society. The early 1970’s
saw a growing interest in local history, much motivated by
concern that Strathfield was undergoing physical and cultural
change, yet little of its’ history had been researched,
documented or preserved. This concern was not unique to
Strathfield, many other local government areas such as
Burwood established historical societies in similar timeframes
and for similar reasons.
 
With increasing demand for historical information, particularly
from local schools, Strathfield Council produced a booklet
entitled ‘Some Notes on the Strathfield Municipality’ in 1974.
Primarily written by former Strathfield Council Town Clerk,
James Sandry Matthews and with the involvement of
Alderman Helen L’Orange, this publication was the first
official account of Strathfield’s history and copies are still
available from Strathfield Library. Some care should be
exercised using this booklet as it contains some inaccuracies,
which were uncovered by later research. A frequently quoted
‘fact’ that Strathfield was named after the home of the ‘first
Mayor John Hardie’ is contained in this publication and
appears with irritating frequency. The first Mayor was George
Hardie, who lived at ‘Torrington’, while John Hardy, the
jeweller, lived at ‘Strathfield’. In fact Strathfield was chosen as
the name of the new Municipality prior to the election of the
first Council and the election of the first Mayor.
 
On October 19 1976, Strathfield Council adopted resolution
from the Council’s General Purposes Committee with
recommendations from Alderman Evan Summerfield to
investigate establishing a Historical Society. The Mayor’s
Report of 4th April 1977 recommended the formation of a
steering committee with the purpose of establishing a
Strathfield Historical Society and that the rear section of the
Homebush Hall be made available to the Society.
 
 
 
 
 

The Western Suburbs Courier reported on 19th July 1978
that a public meeting was called by the Mayor of Strathfield
Alderman Clarrie Edwards to gauge the interest in forming a
Historical Society. This meeting was addressed by Mr Harry
Harper of the Royal Australian Historical Society, who spoke
of the objects and ideals of a society and of the appropriate
steps to prepare for its formation. As over fifty residents
attended this meeting, it appeared sufficient interest existed
to form a Historical Society.

  
The first meeting of the Strathfield District Historical Society
was held on 9th August 1978 with eighty-five foundation
members. Guests at the first meeting included Mr Gordon
Jackett MP [Burwood], the Mayor of Strathfield Alderman
Clarrie Edwards and Deputy Mayor Rod Thurgar. The
Western Suburbs Courier of 23rd August 1978 reported that
Sir William and Lady Sonia McMahon supported the
establishment of the Society by becoming Foundation
members. At the meeting, the Mayor handed over the keys to
new premises, the former Homebush Library Building at 75
Parramatta Rd Homebush. Office bearers were elected at the
first meeting, which included: President: Mr M B Moroney;
Vice-President: Mr Brian McDonald; Secretary: Mrs Trudi
O’Neill; Treasurer: Mrs Doreen Rich; Committee Members:
Brian McDonald, Syd Malcolm, Mary Farr, Julie Corbett,
Lorraine McDonald and Joan Reaby. One of the first
resolutions of the Society was to seek affiliation with the
Royal Australian Historical Society.
 
The Society’s first newsletter issued in February 1979. The
objective of the newsletter has been publication of research,
particularly relating to the Strathfield District. Over the last 25
years, a number of Society members have been regular
contributors to the newsletter. Early editions featured the work
of Syd Malcolm, who particularly excelled in his
comprehensive and detailed research of many of Strathfield’s
historic properties and estates. Syd also recorded and
transcribed many oral histories of long-term residents and
through this work, Strathfield gained valuable insight into
periods such as late nineteenth century Strathfield, which
could not be recorded today as too much time has elapsed.
Our knowledge of Strathfield’s educational establishments, a
major feature of Strathfield, has been greatly enhanced by
the contributions of Arthur Hall. Important contributions,
notably on ‘Mount Royal’, were made by Brother A I Keenan
of Mount St Mary College. Trudi O’Neill, a former Secretary,
wrote many articles such as ‘Early Maps of Australia’, which
contributed another area of historical interest.
 
 
 

the first strathfield  historical society
1978-2014
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Many of the research tasks were performed by Reg Kennedy
after the death of Syd Malcolm in 1983. Reg’s keen interest in
history encompassed many fields. His research ranges from
biographical works including Thomas Rose, Simeon Lord,
Frederick Meredith and James Wilshire to the long historical
series on Parramatta Road. His enthusiasm for heritage
conservation shines through his many articles on properties
either threatened by demolition or redevelopment such as
‘Glen Luna’ or ‘Fairholm’ or his passionate critiques on the
changing style of residential buildings in Strathfield. Reg
Kennedy provided considerable historical research to the
1986 Council Heritage Study, a critical factor in determining
heritage status, and following this work, his writings are
notably more focussed on architectural styles and heritage
issues. Following Reg’s death in 1991, Lucy Stone was the
primary researcher and contributor to the Society’s
newsletter, a difficult task she performed for over a decade as
well as fulfilling all the administrative demands of her role as
Secretary. Her outstanding contribution to the Society was
recognised in December 2002 with the award of Life
Membership of the Strathfield District Historical Society.
Cathy Jones wrote the newsletters from 2001 to 2011, when
she stood down as Secretary.   Following 2011, newsletters
were issued occasionally until the Society ceased operating
in 2014.  
 
The work of artist Ted De Sauty was synonymous with the
Strathfield District Historical Society as Ted’s illustrations
provide the visual focus for the work of the Society. In his
paintings, Ted recreated visions of historic properties long
demolished including ‘Strathfield House’ and ‘Bickley’. His
water-colour painting of ‘Strathfield House’ appears on the
cover of ‘Oasis in the West’ and his sketch of Strathfield
House is featured on the Society’s letterhead. Ted’s paintings
offer a stylish interpretation of Strathfield’s past and for many,
define the unique qualities of Strathfield.
 
Formed under the auspices of Strathfield Council, the Society
has worked in collaboration with the Council on many projects
and events such as the Strathfield Council Centenary
celebrations in 1985, many Australia Day Celebrations,
Australia Remembers [50th Anniversary of the end of WWII in
1995], 125th Anniversary of the Council in 2010,  National
Trust Heritage Festival Events and organising photographic
displays. The Society has made considerable research
contributions to Council projects such as the Strathfield’s
official history ‘Oasis in the West’ [1985], and Heritage
Studies. 
 
 

Historical Tour of Strathfield 2003 - Doreen

Rich (left) and Berenice Harkness (right)
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There are many members, who have not been mentioned,
whose contributions to the Society were considerable such as
previous office holders and committee members including
long serving President  Doreen Rich, officeholders Peter
Bourke, Margaret Thurn,  Jan Jenkins, Claire Jones,  Nancy
Hardie, Michael Nicholls, Bernice Harkness and Charles Pitt,
who served as the honorary auditor for many years.


